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SURJZCT 1 Summary eof nmnm Estimates on Interweantion by
Chinsse Communists in the Korsan wWar (12 Oectober -
2L November, 1950).

In compliance with your eval request, herewith is s sumary of istimates
snde by this sgency, under my direction, ou the subjest of Chinese Communist
intervention in Korsa. These estimstes, except where othervise noted, had the
conswTense of she Intelligense idvisory Committes whioch ie compesed of the
hsads of the intelligence agencies of the govermment.

1. 0a )2 October 1950, an eatimate on "Critiosl BSituatioas in the
Par Bast" was prepared at the request of the “resident for the Wake Island
Conference. This estimate stated: *Ihe Chinese Communist ground forces,
curreatly lacking requisite air and naval support, are capabls of intervening
effectively, but not mecessarily deecisively, in the Korean conflict.*, ands
*There are no convincimg indications of an sctual Chinese Communist intemtion
t2 resort to full scale interventiem in Xorea.”

After reviewing the factors favoring, and those opposing, Chiness
Communist intervention, this estimats concluded thats "While full scale
Chinees Comsunist interveation in "orea nust be regarded as a continuing
possibility, a oomsideratisn of all known fuctors leads to the conglusion
that, barrisg a Soviet decision “or glodal war, such agtiom is not probabdle
1a 1950. During thls period, intervestien will probably be confined to
oantinued covert assistanes to the Morth Xoreans." :

2. On 20 Ootober, & personal wemorsndum was delivered to the
' President with copics %o the Secretaries of Stats and Defenss, which stated:
© ®Singe October 13, there have deen imdications of a possibility that tw
. Chinsse Communist govermmsnt mey intesd to occouwpy &n area which weuld secure
for their use the Suiho hydrvelectris plent and other strategis installaticss
oh She Xorean side of the Korean~Chiness dorder. Some of thsss imdications
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(1) (This u onitted becsuse of reasoms of source security.)

(2) (This paragraph meted the pressnce of aa ususually large
nwber of fighter airaraft in vamchuria.) ‘
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that an impertant military conference n held

"the last Tew days in Peiping and a decision mads to tale some
‘.?uhry action in North Korea with Chinese Communist troops crosmine
he
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The memorandus oemeluded with the following paragraphs

SThe estimate oa possibility ef Chinese Communist imterventiom in
Rorth Xorea furmished you just prier to your Pacific trip, 1isted as one oon~
stderation §is probeble desire of the Chiness Govermment to control the
hydyoelectris installations on the Kersan side of the Yalu River., It i»
peasidle that a limited aresa cesupstion for thais purpese might be umdertaken.
If se, it would most probebdly be preceded or Lnmediately followed by a Peiping
annpwmesment (perhaps directed.tc the United Nations) that in order to protest
border-dnstallations vital to “anchurism economy, the Chimese Communist forees
had taten over these installations peading stabilisation of the area. Sush a
nove would be a Communist face-saver apd would pruom 8 pewer gource very
naeuury to the Manchurian ecenomy."

3. ﬁ 6 Hovember 1950, National Intelligence Estimate Wo. 2 vas
isemd o8 Whe subject "Chimess Communist Intervestien iz Korea®. This estimate
stated: *Present Chinese Cemmunist troop strength in Nerth Korea is estimated
at 30,000 to L0,000.%, and: “"Present Chinese Communist treep strength in
Manchuriz is estimated at 700,000. Of this nusber there are at least 200,000
vogular field foroes. These troop stremgths, sdded te the foroes already in
Kores, are belisved to make the Chinese Communists capshle of: (a) halting
fwrther United Natisns advance northmard, shrough piscensal sommitasnt of
tréops; or, (b) forcing UN vithdraval to dofout'n ponnuu farther south by
a pewerful n.n).t.

ﬁ estinate unﬁmdt "Tb ouutin of the Ohinese Communist
1m:unntul appears to be to halt the advante of United Nations forces in
Kom .d to keep tﬂmuu nd.n i.n bd.ng on Xerean nu.

= It further stated: "ﬂat Mnuo Communists thu far retain full .
freedon of actiom vith respect to Korea. They are free to adjust their actiom
in scoordance vith the development of the situation. If the Chiness Communists
vers Vo wnmmmufm Mofllm.huﬂbn
Kerea, they weuld pursse their advantage as far as possidle. If the military
situation is lj‘unud. they may well consider that, with advantegeous terrsin
and the omtﬂ winter, their foroes now in Kom are suffisient te aceomplish
their immediaty:purposes.”

The next te last paragreph of the coucluiou of this estinate stated:
"The Chimese Communists, in intervesimg in Korea, Mave aceepted a grave risk of
retaliation and generel war. They weuld prebably ignore am ultimatum requiring
iy withdrawal. If Chinese hmtory nﬂ'l %0 be attacked they would probably
m Kerea in full rorco. it
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_ And the esoneluding parsgraph of ths estimate on 6 November stated:
“The fact that beth the Chinese Communists and the USSR have accepted an
increased risk of a general war indicates either that the Kremlin is ready to

fase a showdown with the West at an early dats or that circumstances have forced
them to accept that risk.”

Purther, in ths discussion portion of this estimate published on
& November 1950, it was stated: "The Chinsss Communists could probably make
availadble as many as 300,000 troops withim 30 to 60 days for sustained ground
operations in Korea and could provide limited air support and some arsor.”

k. On 24 November 1950, Mationsl Intelligence Estimate 2/1, s review
of the swbject "Chinese Communist Interventicn im Xorea" in the light of new
developments and mevw information was issusd. In its conclusions this estimate
stated: "The Chinese Comsiurdsts will simultansously:

2. maintain Chimsse-dorth Xorean holding operations in lNorth Kereaj
b. maintain er inereass their military stremgth in Manchuria;

L c. seek to obtain UN withdrawal from Xorea by intimidation and
diplomatic means.

*In case of fallure to obtainm N withdrawal by these means there
will be increasing Chinese interventiem in Korea. At a minimum the Chinese
vill eonduct, on an increasing scale, wnscknowledged operatiens designed to
imsedilise UN forces in Kores, %o subject them to prolonged attritiem, and to
.Ahe seablance of a Nerth Korean state im being. Available evidence
;<°‘ 1s not éemelusive as to whether or not the Chinsse Communiste are as yet
" {_oommittee to & full-scale offemsive effort. Evemtually they say undertake
mrnuonn designed to bring about the withdrawal of UN forcss from Korea.
It is estisated that they do mot have the military capadility of driving the
UN forces from the peninsula, but they do have the capadility of forcing them
to withdrev to defensive positions for prolonged and imconslusive operstions,

vhieh, the Comwunists might calculate, would lud to eventual UN withdrawal
m- loru.

= X% sbould be noted that the abeve. llntuud estimate (NIE 2/1) was

pubn on 2L November 1950, just two days befors the United Nations
offensiv North Xorea and the resultant full-scale Chinese Communist
intsrvention. : )
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